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operations at Jolimont Workshops as an E class lurks in the background. Mon.29.12.86. (John Dare) 


Opposite: N456 takes the Ararat line at Ballarat North Junction on Fri.13.2.87 with the morning Down Dimboola pass. 


(Terry Dexter) 


MAY 1987 


131 


How the EMU Met its Match 


The P class locomotives and H sets are outwardly fairly 
conventional units designed to cater for short distance 
one class commuter traffic. Closer inspection however 
reveals that they are unique in Australia and have few 
counterparts anywhere outside Europe. 

The P locomotives are rebuilds of the original ‘flat 
top’ T class of 1955, incorporating a beefed up 645 
series engine of 1000 hp, a new airconditioned cab and 
chopped nose short hood. In addition the long hood 
also conceals a separate ‘head end’ power unit with 
sufficient output to drive the airconditioning, and the 
other electrical needs of four carriages. The result of 
having a two engine/generator set is that the total 
weight is increased to 78 tonnes, thus restricting these 
units to main lines. In reality, the only passenger route 
not available for P locos is the Traralgon - Bairnsdale 
section. Thirteen of these locomotives were delivered 
during 1984/85 from the Clyde Engineering Somerton 
plant, north of Melbourne. 

The H sets are three-car sets of former Harris subur- 
ban cars rebuilt for loco-hauled commuter service. 
These sets were also converted by the Clyde Engineer- 
ing (formerly Martin and King) plant at Somerton. 
Eleven sets are of short cars (SH sets), while two are 
made up of the experimental 75 ft Harris cars (LH 
sets). LH33 is fitted with high performance Socimi 
bogies and has the distinction of being the only loco 
hauled train set in Australia to officially reach 160 km/ 
h. Modifications include the addition of aircondition- 
ing, toilets and water supply, reduction to two doors 
per side with power operation (some cars had three in 
suburban service) and fitting of high backed 2 and 3 
economy seating reminiscent of the BN cars. One 
unfortunate characteristic is the mismatch of seats and 
windows. 


BY 8181 


Each set is made up of a BCH (terminal car with 
guard’s compartment), a BH, and finally a BTH (ter- 
minal car). They are rated at 105 tonnes for SH sets 
and 130 tonnes for LH sets. 

Short BTH and BH cars have 63 seats, and short 
BCH cars have 54 seats, giving a capacity of 180 seats 
in a SH set. 

Car sets are through wired for standard head end 
power for airconditioning and other electrical services. 
They can be powered by any normal power van if a P 
loco is not available, and three PH power vans have 
been constructed from VLPY vans for emergency use 
for this very purpose. 

The 2240 hp N class locomotives have been con- 
structed with rather higher capacity head end power 
units and these can (and do) work H sets alongside the 
P class. However, until the cars are fitted with lateral 
dampers, all except set LH33 are restricted to 100 km/ 
h, thus restricting the usefulness of N locos on these 
trains. 

Where the H sets differ from all other sets, is in the 
provision of through cabling for multiple locomotive 
working. It is therefore possible to mix up locomotives 
and cars in practically any combination. 

As a result of design limitations, there are a number 
of restrictions on the combination of locomotives and 
cars. The P locos can only head end four cars, so two 
sets are beyond the capacity of a single P. Additionally, 
the electrical cabling on the H cars is restricted to the 
electrical load for four cars. The practical impact of this 
is that when two sets are combined, a second P loco 
must be supplied and must be at the rear or in the mid 
train position. In actual fact, whenever double sets are 
operated, a loco is attached at each end in push-pull 
mode. There has been at least one case where a P and 


P19 on No.8419 Down Leongatha pass. leaving Caulfield. Fri.6.2.87. (John Buckland) 
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The 21 46, Box Hill - Camberwell shuttle at Box Hill on Wed.8.4.87. P23 is visible at the east end, P13 was at the 


west end. (Roderick B Smith) 


an N combined in push-pull format on the Geelong 
line. 

All H set runs are normally scheduled as single sets 
with double sets being specially rostered for peak load- 
ing. 

The week day afternoon departures from 
Melbourne currently rostered for H sets are: 


1245 Kyneton (SH) 
1510 Kyneton (SH) 
1535 Bacchus Marsh (SH) 
1600 Leongatha (SH) 
1630 Seymour (SH) 
1640 Kyneton (SH) 
1700 Bacchus Marsh (LH33) 
1709 Kyneton (SH) 
1719 Sunbury (SH) 
1724 Bacchus Marsh (LH32) 
1733. Seymour (SH) 
1750 Kyneton (SH) 
1810 South Geelong (SH) 


Most inbound runs are made in the morning peak. 
Eleven sets are rostered daily with two as spare for 
maintenance or overhaul. 

Although the P class are not high powered, they turn 
in quite respectable times with the light weight H sets. 
Their all stations time to Seymour is only marginally 
slower than the 600 hp. DRC railcar and MTH trailer 
combinations, while a P and H set on the Geelong line 
is only approximately 6 minutes slower than a main 


line (115 km/h) unit and N set. 
This performance was put to good use from 
Tues.24.3.87, to provide a replacement suburban ser- 


vice between Camberwell and Box Hill during the time 
of overhead renewal. The working (programmed to 
run for approximately 4 months) involves a push-pull 
double H set with P loco at each end. This provides a 
40 minute frequency service each way, using only a 
single line (initially the Up line) and stopping all sta- 
tions. Connections are made with EMU trains at both 
ends. This service is scheduled to operate on three to 
five nights each week, but not at weekends. 


The train set is made up by combining the 1710 Up 
Kyneton and 1719 Down Sunbury at the latter station. 
This forms the 1855 Up Sunbury (Spencer St arrival 
19 35) depart 19 40, for Box Hill stopping all stations 
except East Richmond. The table shown is an outline 
of the schedule applying for the first month and possi- 
bly longer. 


The first night of operation saw P13, SH24, SH31, 
P16 running the shuttle. The 22 45 departure from 
Camberwell left Gn time and arrived Box Hill at 22 57, 
4 minutes early having maintained EMU scheduled 
running times. Curiously enough despite the short 
journey and unfamiliar carriages passengers adapted 
very quickly. Several discovered that smoking was 
allowed in the BCH cars, while at least one person 
found the toilet to be a useful convenience, perhaps as 
a result of consuming iced water earlier in the trip. 


This working demonstrates the flexibility of these 
sets and the possibilities they present for loco hauled 
train substitutes on the more heavily trafficked subur- 
ban lines during overhead power cuts, or to places 
where normal runround facilities do not exist. 


ex Sunbury 
Spencer St dep. 19 40 
Camberwell dep. 20 06 20 44 21 25 2205 22 45 23 25 00 05 00 45 
Box Hill arr. 20 22 21 00 2141 2294. 23 01 23 41 00 21 01 01 empty 
Box Hill dep. 20 25 21 06 21 46 22 26 23 06 23 46 00 26 01 04 
Camberwell arr. 20 41 21 22 22 02 22 42 23.22 00 02 00 42 i 
Spencer St arr. 01 30 stable 
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1986 Great Victorian Bike Ride 


For the third year of this popular event the route was 
changed to tour South Gippsland. Four double-set 
special trains plus an extra set on the Gippslander were 
used to convey riders to Bairnsdale on Sat.29.11.86. 

Although there were many delays, they were 

immaterial as the first day’s ride was only short, to 

Paynesville. 

All specials were to be hauled by 2 T-class locos 
throughout. They were: 

06 35 ex Caulfield (N set plus 5 car S set). 

07 09 ex Spencer St (two H sets), to follow the 07 45 
Dandenong - Traralgon stopping pass.; 

08 48 ex Caulfield (two H sets), following directly 
behind the Gippslander (due out at 08 47) but keep- 
ing ahead of a Down suburban due out at 08 50 with 
connection to Pakenham; 

10 20 ex Spencer St (two N sets), formed by the 09 29 
arrival from Traralgon. The Gippslander was to be 
two N sets, hauled by an N loco to Traralgon, and 
2/T beyond. 


The four specials were to return as four empty-car 
trains, one terminating at Traralgon. Fernbank was 
kept open as a staff station for this day; it was closed 
directly afterwards. To allow plenty of time for loading 
bikes, platform 13 at Spencer St was used (it is not nor- 
mally used on Saturday), and platform 1 at Caulfield 
(the race platform, not normally used). Unfortunately 
Caulfield’s platform 1 had been shortened only just 
before the day. It also has no direct connection to the 
Down Dandenong line, so trains had to back out and 
proceed via platform 2. 

The first special was T379-T359-VLCX244- 
VLCX522-VLEX879-VLEX823-254ACZ-221BRS- 
201BS-204BS-209BS-39ACN-37BRN-16BN, and 
arrived at Caulfield at 06 28. It was slow to draw clear 
of the arrival line, and blocked a following Down 
Frankston suburban. Meanwhile B61+B69 ran 
through platform 4 with a Down Long Island freight. 
The special then set back to load bikes. At 07 01 it drew 
forward again to load passengers, then at 07 11 it set 
back. At 0716 it departed via platform 2. It passed 
Dandenong at 07 40 and preceded the 07 45 Traralgon 
pass. Later it departed Bairnsdale after the arrival of 
the second special, crossed the Gippslander at 
Fernbank, and crossed the other two specials at 
Rosedale. 

The second special was T396+7T405-SH21-PH452- 
SH-VLEX-2/VLCX, and passed through Caulfield 
platform 4 at 0727, on time but only 11 minutes 
behind the first, with a regular train sandwiched be- 
tween them. As noted by correspondent SRMcL, the 
regular train was terminated at Warragul, and the 
second special was at Traralgon 10 03-05. It waited at 
Bairnsdale to form an empty working following the Up 
Gippslander. 

The next move at Caulfield should have been the 
arrival of the empty cars to form the 07 48, but this 
train was having trouble with sticking brakes. It was 
also reported to be having loco trouble. Through all of 
the observations so far was the regular suburban 
traffic: two Down and two Up every twenty minutes, 
using the island platform (platforms 2 and 3). Just 
after 08 00 L1166+L1158 hauled an Up briquette 
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train through platform 3. At 08 24, the 06 20 Up Tra- 
ralgon pass. arrived, L1169-BN-BRN-36ACN-8BN- 
47BRN-9ACN-D330. It was 5 minutes late, presum- 
ably because of the second set. This set would normally 
be spare at Traralgon on Saturdays, but was conveyed 
to Melbourne to form the 10 20 special. This train 
should have exchanged crews with the third special, 
which hadn’t arrived. It was held, and passengers were 
advised to continue by suburban train. Both Down and 
Up suburban trains were now confined to platform 2, 
so platform 4 was opened for the Down Gippslander, 
which was at Caulfield from 08 44 to 08 46 (on time): 
N458-D351-45ACN-43BRN-1O0BN-57ACN-56BRN- 

55BN-D342-D329-D314. Further progress of this train 
appears in Jan.87, p.57 and Mar.87, p.70 of Newsrail. 

The dilatory third special arrived at platform 1 at 

08 52, T375+7T378-LH32-3PCO-LH33-VLEX904- 
VLEX877-VLCX460-VLCX116. It stopped short and 
many employees attacked the rear bogie of BTH173 
with carbon-dioxide fire extinguishers. This blocked 
Down and Up suburban trains. The Down was 
diverted via platform 4. The Up Traralgon pass. 
departed at 09 04, having been delayed for 40 minutes. 
At 09 09, the 07 00 Up Leongatha came through, 10 
minutes late (P19-SH24-DH404). Suburban trains 
returned to using platform 3, and an Up Long Island 
freight passed through (B75+S312+B65). 
At Spencer St, P23 headed east across the viaduct at 
09 40 light engine. Had it been called to replace a T on 
the third special? If so, it would have required a further 
change at Traralgon, as P locos are not allowed to 
Bairnsdale. In any event, the original Ts continued 
with the third special. At platform 8, the Traralgon 
arrival had attached T406+7T407-VLEX1028- 
VLCX572-VLCX613-VLCX78 at the west end, and 
was gaining two more vans at the east end while the 
bike riders waited on platform 13. The empty special 
departed at 09 52 heading west to run round and return 
to platform 13. It got back at 10 31. Meanwhile, G512 
had arrived on a train of about 20 hoppers from the 
east at 1002, yet another train which had passed 
through Caulfield on a busy morning. The 06 00 Up 
Bairnsdale arrived at 10 26, being 20 minutes late 
(L1161-2/BS-BRS-ACZ-D). 

The third special had departed Caulfield before 
1100, and the fourth came through at about 11 15. 
Their further progress is recorded in the Feb.87 item. 

Footnote: The 1985 bike specials were reported in 
Newsrail Feb.86 (p.36) and Apr.86 (p.116). 
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ORBOST SPECIAL 
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Above: T408 poses on the bridge over the Nicholson River 
with the AREA special bound for Orbost on Sat.28.3.87. 


Below: Returning from Orbost T408 crosses O’Grady Creek. 
Sat.28.3.87. (Both photos Bryce Leydon) 


Estimating R761’s Performance to Bendigo, 4.10.86 


— Further Observations 


Since writing the article for April Newsrail, the results 
from the Dynamometer Car have become available. 
From these it is obvious that the 2580 rhp at 45.5 mph 
for the last 2 km of the Macedon Bank is a ‘wild point’. 
It should be discarded in the average since it contains 
too much momentum aid and there may have been 
some timing errors. The speedo readings from both 
loco and Dynamometer Car were found to be 4% fast, 
reducing the 2440 rhp over the crest of the Macedon 
grade to 2340 rhp at 41.3 mph. Another source of error 
between the two sets of results was the train weight. 
Different assumptions were made about the load in the 
cars which resulted in a discrepancy of 7 tons or about 
2% of the gross weight. 

Making suitable adjustments, the arithmetical 
average of the 4 runs over 2200 rhp comes out at 2340 
trhp, which does include some probable momentum 
effects. This is 62% over the Dynamometer Car max- 
imum result of 2200 rhp which is well within the 
+10% likely accuracy for the simple ‘hand held 
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dynamometer’ methods. The sustained operation 
averaged at 1890 rhp also would need adjustment for 
the 4% speedo error, bringing it down to 1815 rhp — 
both figures falling within the Dynamometer Car 
result of 1800-1900 rhp. The use of the boiler thermal 
reserves and momentum for short sprints are legiti- 
mate operating practices. Many old time steam drivers 
became very skilled at using them for making up time. 
Some purists may argue that including the last 
kilometre or '2 mile sprint over the crest of a grade is 
not permissible in estimating loco powers. But provid- 
ing you are comparing trains of nearly the same gross 
weight over the same section of track, the figures are a 
good relative index of loco power output, and its ability 
to hold the timetable. 

It is of interest to look at how the results of this Ben- 
digo run compare with past efforts of other large locos. 
For the VR S class 4-6-2, a record run was made with 
the first to be streamlined, S301, on July 14th 1937. 
This engine had the 6” travel 1'4" lap valve gear, and 


Phil Dunn checks the dials in the Dynamometer Car as Peter Keen and Tony Marsden look on. Sat.4.10.86. 


(George Bambery) 
INO SMOKIN 
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R761 with the Dynamometer Car trip steams through Ravenswood. (George Bambery) 


all the latest front end modifications to improve steam- 


ing. With a load of 11/490 VR tons, pulling the A/bury 


Express, it cut 7% minutes off the Spirit of Progress 


timetable between Broadmeadows and Heathcote 


- Junction. It ran the 22.7 miles of average grade 1 in 162 


at an average of 51.3 mph against the scheduled 40.0 
mph. In NSW, the Steam v. Diesel trial with 3830 is 
covered in Bulletin 348 of October 1966. It maintained 
46.1 mph up the long 1 in 75 grades of the Main South 
between Picton and Mittagong. The S and 38 engines 
have bigger boilers than the R class. To make a fair 
comparison for the sustained rhp, they should be com- 
pared on the basis of power per square foot of grate 
area and of total heating surface. 

The figures of Table 1 are all of ‘world class’ stan- 
dard, and show what the last generation of steam locos 


could do in the hands of a good crew. They are way 
ahead of early 1920s superheated engines. With low 
superheat and short travel valves, they gave 35 to 40 
thp/sq ft of grate like the K class at 960/26 = 37. 
Saturated steam engines maximum is about 30 rhp/sq 
ft average — but NA8 at Easter 1985, broke previous 
records with 310/9 = 34. These results illustrate the 
difficulty of getting precise powers for steam locomo- 
tives compared with diesels and even then, with steam, 
some judgement based on experience must be applied 
to the final results. Hopefully, they also give some 
sense of proportion covering steam power and the 
many things which affect the ‘human’ properties of 
steam locomotives. They depend an awful lot on the 
skill and stamina of the crew, especially those locomo- 
tives which are hand fired. 


Loco Date of run rhp Grate area (ga) = Heating surface (hs) oe 
R761 4.10.86 1890 42 sq. ft. 45 2705 sq. ft. 10 
$301 14.7.37 2550 50 sq. ft. 51 3723 sq. ft. 69 
3830 26.6.66 2450 47 sq. ft. 52 3369 sq. ft. 73 
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Timetable Changes and Carriage Working 


V/Line introduced new timetables in October 1986 
and February 1987. The main features were: 


Sun.26.10.86 

1. Reorganisation of bus services serving Hamilton 
and Mount Gambier. 

2. Earlier running of afternoon Leongatha trains. 

3. Earlier running of Up Cobram train on Mon. to 
Fri. afternoons. 


Sun.15.2.87 

1. Operation of suburban trains to Warragul, and 
reduced service to Latrobe Valley. 

2. Introduction of Sunraysia day service to Mildura 
on Mon., Tues., Wed., and reduction of the Vine- 
lander to three nights a week (Thurs., Fri., Sun.). 


With all carriage sets in use, no new cars on order, 
and increasing commuter traffic (particularly from 
Geelong and Melton), V/Line has investigated ways 
of freeing sets for use in peak periods, and three sug- 
gestions were made: 


1. Run the Up Cobram train earlier. 

2. Withdraw one N set from Gippsland. 

3. Operate an Adelaide Daylight service using Over- 
land cars, releasing one N set. 


From October, the Up Cobram train due into Spencer 
St at 17 06 has formed the 17 47 Ballarat, and this has 
allowed an N set to double up on the 1710 South 
Geelong. On Fridays, when commuter loading is 
slightly less and intercity traffic heavier, the double N 
set runs to Warrnambool, and the 17 10 is reduced to 
5 cars. The second N set remains at Warrnambool for 
the weekend, returning on the Up train on Sundays, 
and the 18 25 Down on Saturdays now runs with a 
single set. The 18 38 Dimboola was used to form the 
19 30 Ballarat (previously formed by the 18 50 Cob- 
ram arrival); on Fridays this left no train for the 19 30 
Albury, so it was altered to 19 50, to use cars off an 
empty from South Geelong. 

One efficient move introduced at the last minute 
was to use the 15 03 arrival Leongatha to form the 
15 10 Kyneton. One observer has recorded a time sig- 
nificantly less than the above at Spencer St when the 
Leongatha was a few minutes late. This is in contrast 
to a number of other turnrounds which are very long, 
and although there is only one case (see later about 
the Mildura trains) where the services operated could 
be run with fewer sets, there are a number of cases 
where the existing sets could be used to provide extra 
peak services. 

From February, the S and Z sets were refomed: 
Before After 

ACZ-BRS-BS-BS-BS (2) ACZ-BRS-BS-BS-BS (4) 
ACZ-BRS-BS-BS (3) ACZ-BRS-BZ-BZ (2) 
ACZ-BRS-BZ-BZ (3) ACZ-BRS-BZ (2) 

Except for weekend traffic from Melbourne, three 
cars are sufficient for the Mildura trains, and this has 
allowed two more sets used on heavily-patronised ser- 
vices to be expanded to 5 cars. However with only 
two Mildura sets instead of three, it is difficult for 
them to interwork with other services (particularly 
since the service is different on different days), and 
rather than struggle to meet this challenge V/Line 
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has, for the first time since 1981, chosen to be ineffi- 
cient. The N set withdrawn from Gippsland has not 
been used to increase capacity on commuter services 
but to cover this inefficiency. The new carriage roster 
CW? now includes an H set which does nothing at all 
in the morning peak, and a Mildura set which has 
turnrounds as long as 27 hours. 

On Monday mornings the overnight arrival in Mil- 
dura forms the day train back almost immediately. In | 
Melbourne the sets are different (4 cars arriving, 3 
cars departing) and neither of these sets are used in 
morning commuter traffic. This loss of 4 cars has 
been cleverly absorbed into the system by reducing 4 
other trains by a car each (06 00 Up Bairnsdale, 06 43 
Up Ballarat, 06 55 and 07 25 Up South Geelong). This 
results in a large number of variations to the roster on 
Mondays. 

The 3-car Z set not used to Mildura at weekends 
doubles up with an N set on the 18 12 Down Cobram, 
Friday, and the Up Cobram, Sunday. The use of 
double sets on Friday night trains reduces the need 
for extra trains at holiday periods, but leads to a shor- 
tage of sets on Saturday mornings and Sunday after- 
noons. 

The new roster uses H sets to Geelong on Saturday 
and Sunday, and the airconditioned E set to Ballarat 
on Sunday afternoon. In addition, the non-aircon- 
ditioned K set escapes from the Bacchus Marsh line 
to run to Geelong twice a week. 

Two historical features return with the new roster. 
The evening arrival from Dimboola at 1838 now 
forms the 1915 to Geelong, and even though the 
turnround is now 37 minutes, this move must be 
approached a lot more confidently than the attempts 
in 1981 to use the 1845 arrival Horsham for the 
19 10 Geelong. With 5-car S sets used on the principal 
services to Albury, Warrnambool and Bendigo (all at — 
one time regular users of Z cars), the BZ cars have 
returned to the Gippsiander after an absence of 5 
years. 

The carriage roster has become extremely compli- 
cated. CW1 used a fourth section for Fridays, and 
CW2 has introduced a fifth section for Mondays, due 
to the number of variations. The document is now 
well over 100 pages, and it is quite likely that it will 
not be produced in this form again. 


The sets used in CW2 are: 


1-16 ACN-BRN-BN 

17 CD-AK-BKL-BK-BK 

18 CD-AE-BE-BE-BE 

21-24 ACZ-BRS-BS-BS-BS 

25, 26 ACZ-BRS-BZ-BZ 

27, 28 ACZ-BRS-BZ 

30-32 DERM 

37-39 DRC 

40-48 | BCH-BH-BTH (short) 

50, 51 BCH-BH-BTH (long) (run 50 is Socimi set) 


The standard abbreviations are used: 


MO — Mondays only similarly for other 
ME — Mondays excepted combinations 

* empty cars 

F — Flinders St 
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RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
1 Cob. 09 30 Geel. 08 40 Geel. 09 06 
0955 Bgo 16 00 0900 Geel. 11 30 0935  ~=Geel. 13 06 
1710 S. Geel. (FE) 1200 Geel. 1435 1410 = Geel. 17 06 
1808 W’bool (FO) 1500 Geel. 1730 1900 _ Bairns. 
1800 Cob. 
Forms 7 Forms 10 Forms 9 
2 Dim. 11 20 Dim. 11 20 
1210 Alb. 20 00 1350 Bgo 19 10 at Dimboola 
2030 = Geel. (FO) 
2330 ~3=Geel. (FE) 
Forms 9 
(MO forms 10, FO forms 5) Forms 12 Forms 2 
3 S. Geel. 07 52 Cob. 1110 Ball. 10 35 
0905 Cob. 17 06 1227 T’gon 19 24 1315 Ball. 18 26 
1747 Ball. 2330 = ©Geel. 1925 Ball. 
Forms 4 Forms 4 Forms 4 
4 Ball. 09 26 Ball. 09 25 Geel. 11 06 
1644 S. Geel. 1000 Geel. 12 35 1135 ~~ Geel. 15 06 
S. Geel. 1920* (FO) 1300 Geel. 15 30 1605 Geel. 
1755 Dim. 
Forms 11 (FO forms 16) Forms 2 Forms 16 
5 Geel. 06 31 Geel. 07 41 0950 ~~ Alb. 20 39 
0654 S. Geel. 0941 0826 Bairns. 1720 2130 Geel. 
1000 Geel. 12 35 1805 Bairns. 
1300 Geel. 15 30 
1615 Ball. 2101 
2330 ~=Geel. (FE) 
Forms 10 (MO forms 9) Forms 9 Forms 11 
6 S. Hill 11 00 Geel. 06 35 0950 ~~ Alb. 20 39 
1240 W’bool 2105 0755 Dim. 18 33 2130 ~=Geel. 
2130 Geel. 1900 Geel. 
Forms 16 (FO forms 1) Forms | Forms 3 
7 Geel. 07 42 W’bool 2015 
0805 Bgo 13 05 20 45 Geel. 
1350 = Bgo 19 10 at Warrnambool 
1950 Alb. (FO) 
2030 Geel. (FE) 
Forms 12 (FO forms 11) Forms 7 Forms 8 
8 Geel. 07 42 S. Hill 11 00 W’bool 2015 
0827 ~~ Alb. 16 20 1230. Ball. 16 25 2045 = Geel. 
1744  S. Hill 1825 W’bool 
Forms 6 (FO forms 8) Forms 8 Forms 7 
9 Bairns. 1002 (MO) W’bool 1010 Bairns. 21 21 
1710 _ S. Geel. (MO) 1400 Geel. 16 35 2245 Geel. 
S. Geel. 0814 (ME) 1700 Geel. 19 30 
1440 S.Geel. 1724 (ME) 
1812 Cob. (ME) 
Forms 1 
(MO forms 8, FO forms 3) Forms 6 Forms 5 
10 0543 S. Geel. 0841 (MO) 0810 Alb. 19 45 Cob. 20 02 
1440 S.Geel. 1724 (MO) 
1812 Cob. (MO) 
S. Geel. 0814 (ME) 
1726 Dim. (ME) 
Forms 2 (MO forms 1) Forms 5 Forms 10 
11 Geel. 07 52 
0840 Wbool 1537 
1726 Dim. (MO) at Albury at Swan Hill 
1710 S. Geel. (TWTh) 
1808 W’bool (FO) 
Forms 8 
(MO forms 2, FO forms 9) Forms 16 Forms 6 
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RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
12 Geel. 08 53 T’gon 12 30 1805 = Cob. 
1200 Geel. 144] 1715  Tgon 
1543 Tgon 
Forms 13 Forms 14 Forms | 
13 T’ gon 08 24F T’gon 08 40 T gon 10 42 
09 34F T’gon 15 53F 0910 Cob. 17 48 1700 = T’gon 
1651F T’gon 1815 Ball. 
Forms 15 (FO forms 14) Forms 3 Forms 13 
14 T’gon 09 17F 
1644 ~ S. Geel. at Traralgon at Traralgon 
S. Geel. 1920* (FO) 
2020 Bgo (FO) 
Forms 3 
(MO forms 5, FO forms 15) Forms 13 Forms 14 
15 T’gon 11 08 Bgo 1010 
1245 Sale 19 28 at Bendigo 1700  T’gon 
1955 Tgon 
Forms 14 (FO forms 12) Forms 15 Forms 135 
16 S. Geel. 0707 0835 W’bool 1603 Alb. 18 39 
0755. Dim. 18 38 1810 S. Hill 2120* Geel. 
1915 Geel. 
Geel. 2205 (FO) 
2330 ~=Geel. (FO) 
Forms 5 
(MO forms 3, FO forms 6) Forms 11 Forms 12 
17 B. Marsh 08 19 
0900 S. Geel. 1130 (MFO) at Bacchus Marsh at Bacchus Marsh 
1620  B. Marsh 
Forms 17 Forms 17 Forms 17 
18 Ball. 0825 (MO) 0700 Geel. 09 35 1615 Ball. 
0850 ‘Ball. 1333 (MO) 
0543 S.Geel. 0841 (ME) 
0900 S. Geel. 1130 (TWTh) 
1400 S. Geel. 1654 
1738  S. Geel. 
Geel. 20 32 
Forms 18 Forms 18 Forms 18 
21 Bgo 09 05 Bgo 09 05 0920 _Bairns. 18 23 
1715 Alb. 1750 Alb. 18 55 W’bool 
Forms 22 Forms 22 Forms 23 
22 Alb. 10 05 Alb. 10 05 Alb. 10 43 
1230 Ball. 16 28 1805 = Alb. 
1808 W’bool (FE) 
1710 S. Geel. (FO) 
Geel. 21 25* (FO) 
2230 ~=Geel. (FO) 
Forms 24 Forms 23 Forms 22 
23 W’bool 1010 (MO) Ball. 13 32 0930 =Dim. 20 30 
1100 Geel. 1330 (MO) 1830 Bgo 21 20* Geel. 
1656 Geel. 1933 (MO) 
2000 ‘Ball. (MO) 
Ball. 0825 (ME) 
0850 Ball. 1333 (ME) 
1520 S. Geel. 1805 (ME) 
1830 Bgo (ME) 
Forms 21 (MO forms 23) Forms 24 Forms 24 
140 NEWSRAIL 


RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
24 S. Geel. 0814 (MO) Geel. 06 35 Bgo 19 15 
1520 S.Geel. 1805 (MO) 0835 Bgo 13 05 1945 Bgo 
1830 Bgo (MO) 
W’bool 1010 (ME) 
1100 Geel. 1330 (ME) 
1656 Geel. 1933 (ME) 
2000 Ball. (ME) 
Forms 23 (MO forms 21) Forms 21 Forms 21 
25 S. Geel. 0731 Bairns. 1001 2145 Up Mildura 
0852  Bairns. 1730 1100 Geel. 13 30 
1805 Bairns. 1600 Geel. 18 35 
Forms 26 (FO forms 25) Forms 26 Forms 26 
26 Mild. 0700 (MO) 07 30 arrival 0935  S. Hill 2111 
Bairns. 1002 (ME) at Mildura 2245 = Geel. 
1600 S. Geel. 1846 
2135 = Mild. (FO) 
2230 = Geel. (FE) 
Forms 25 (FO forms 26) Forms 25 Forms 25 
27 0830 = Mild. (MTW) Mild. 07 00 Geel. 18 30 
2135 = Mild. (ThO) 1800 Geel. 2106 2135 = Mild. 
Mild. 0700 (FO) 2130 Geel. 
1440 S.Geel. 1724 (FO) 
1812 Cob. (FO) 
Forms 28 Forms 27 Forms 28 
28 Mild. 1810 (MTW) Cob. 20 02 
07 30 arrival at Mildura at Cobram 
2145 Up Mildura (FO) 
Forms 27 Forms 28 Forms 27 
30 0455  Sunb. 06 34 B. Marsh 08 30 
0710 Sunb. 09 24 at Spencer St 
1915 Sunb. 2107 
2120 Sunb. 22 56 
Forms 31 Forms 31 Forms 30 
31 08 23* Sunb. 10 20 0710 Sey. 11 54 
1405 B. Marsh 1707 
1835  B. Marsh 2127 (FE) at Spencer St 
1758  B. Marsh 2127 (FO) 
2140  B. Marsh (FO) 
Forms 30 Forms 30 Forms 31 
32 1835  B. Marsh (FO) B. Marsh 07 30 at Spencer St 
Forms 32 Forms 32 Forms 32 Fri. 
3/ B. Marsh 06 36 0750 = Kyn. 11 45 
0700 — Sey. 11 08 1245 Kyn. 16 45 
1602 Sunb. 18 02 1830 Sey. at Seymour 
1830 = Sey. 
Sey. 2223 (FO) 
Forms 39 (FO forms 37) Forms 37 Forms 39 
38 Crib Point service Crib Point service Crib Point service 
Forms 38 Forms 38 Forms 38 
Note: on days the Crib Point railcar is changed over, empty 
services depart Spencer St at 09 43* and Frankston at 10 55*. 
39 Sey. 07 21 Sey. 08 28 
1305 Sey. 1731 0905 B. Marsh 11 42 


1758  B. Marsh 2127 (FE) 


2140  B. Marsh 


1837 Sunb. 20 10* 


2055 Sey. 
Forms 37 (FO forms 39) 


(FE) 
(FO) 
(FO) 


1235  B. Marsh 


Forms 39 


at Bacchus Marsh 
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RUN MONDAY TO FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
40 Bgo 0712 (MO) Kyn. 08 20 1610 Bgo 
Kyn. 0712 (ME) 1230 Sey. 
0747 ~B. Marsh 10 49 
1719 Sunb. 19 35 
Forms 46 Forms 42 Forms 40 
4] Leon. 09 09 Leon. 09 19 Leon. 19 04 
0945 ~~ Leon. 15 03 0947 Leon. 18 08 1940 Leon. 
1510 Kyn. 18 32 1826 Leon. 
Forms 47 Forms 41 Forms 41 
42 Sey. 08 00 
1630 Sey. at Spencer St at Seymour 
a 2035 (FO) 
Forms 43 (FO forms 42) Forms 46 Forms 42 
43 Sey. 08 27 at Seymour at Seymour 
1640 = Kyn. 
Forms 44 Forms 43 Forms 43 
44 Kyn. 08 07 at Kyneton at Kyneton 
1750 = Kyn. 
Forms 40 Forms 44 Forms 44 
45 17 33 - 0800 Geel. 10 35 1735 Geel. 2131 
Forms 42 (FO forms 43) Forms 45 Forms 47 
46 0625  Sunb. 08 17 at Spencer St at Spencer St 
1600 Leon. 
Forms 41 Forms 47 Forms 45 
47 06 07* Sunb. 07 49 
0810 Kyn. 11 47 at Spencer St at Spencer St 
1245 = Kyn. 16 50 
1709 Kyn. 
Forms 48 Forms 40 Forms 46 
48 Kyn. 08 39 
0914 ~=~B. Marsh 12 24 
1535 B. Marsh 1749 at Kyneton at Kyneton 
1810 S. Geel. 
Geel. 21 25* (FO) 
Geel. 2205 (FE) 
Forms 45 Forms 48 Forms 48 
50 B. Marsh 07 30 
0800 S. Geel. 1053 at Bacchus Marsh at Bacchus Marsh 
1700 __‘B. Marsh 
Forms 50 Forms 50 Forms 50 
51 B. Marsh 07 52 at Bacchus Marsh at Bacchus Marsh 
1724 B. Marsh 
Forms 51 Forms 51 Forms 51 
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X35 hauls the 11 45 Up Ballarat pass. at Ballarat East. Thurs.2.1.86. (Roger McCormack) 
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Alcos 938, 940 and 935 climb Ingliston Bank with No.9129 
Down Jet. 15 00 Sat.14.6.86. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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On Sat.17.1.87, No.9117 express goods to Adelaide had the 
unusual lash up of 940-967 and X54, seen here just west of 
Buangor. (Bryce Leydon) 
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General News 


New rail bridge: The first sod was turned officially — 
finally — on the construction of the new rail-only 
bridge across the Murray River at Echuca on 
Thurs.19.2. Victoria’s Transport Minister, Mr Roper, 
donned a red plastic hard hat and climbed aboard a 
back hoe, juggled the levers and the mechanical bucket 
scooped out the first chunk of soil. The symbolic 
gesture was greeted by muted applause from the crowd 
of just under 100 people who had gathered for the 
occasion. The gathering was told that V/Line plans to 
run modern bogie wagons and locos to haul grain from 
both Deniliquin and Moulamein direct to Geelong for 
export. When the new bridge is operating, V/Line 
expects to save up to $2 million dollars per year in 
Operating expenses. 


St Kilda last train: The last suburban broad gauge 
electric train on the Flinders St - St Kilda line is 
scheduled to operate on Sat.9.9.87. It is anticipated that 
the cessation of conventional rail services will be com- 
memorated by use of the Victoria 150th Anniversary 
Commemorative Tait Train during the afternoon. A 
road bus service will be provided while the existing 
tracks are converted to standard gauge for the future 
operation of light rail vehicles. (POT) 


Port Melbourne last train: The last suburban broad 
gauge electric train on the Flinders St - Port Melbourne 
line is scheduled to operate on Sat.10.10.87. It is antici- 
pated that the cessation of conventional rail services on 
Australia’s first railway, opened 134 years ago, will be 
commemorated by the rare use of Victoria’s Veteran 
Train consisting of fixed wheel carriages restored for 
the Victorian Railways Centenary in 1954. A road bus 
service will be provided while the existing tracks are 
converted to standard gauge for the future operation of 
light rail vehicles. (POT) 


Traralgon - Maffra line dismantled: Work started in 
February on the dismantling of the Traralgon to 
Maffra railway line. the line was once the main route 
for goods trains between East Gippsland and the rest of 
the state. Grain and superphosphate traffic have had to 
travel via Stratford and Sale because of disrepair of a 
rail bridge near Glengarry. V/Line’s decision not to 
repair the bridge was forewarning of the fate of the 
line. (FC) 


Bendigo North workshops: Included in the new 
strategy for railway services released by the State 
Government during March was the news that the Ben- 
digo North railway workshops could get up to $2.5 mil- 
lion to revamp the workshops to enable it to specialise 
in building and repairing wagons. The bad news was 
that the workforce there could be cut back from the 
current 410 by up to 180, with unwanted workers to be 
offered a special redundancy package. (PC) 


Turnaway at Trafalgar: Unofficial reports suggest 
that passenger tallies and revenue may be down by as 
much as 40% since the introduction of the altered ser- 
vice on Sun.15.2. Local travel to Moe is much reduced 
and the passengers appear not to be using the parallel 
Latrobe Valley bus service either. A number of people 
intending to travel to Melbourne have decided not to 
when they discover there is no lunch time train back. 
One woman planning to commute from Trafalgar to 
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Melbourne has been forced to commute from War- 
ragul instead. (SRMcL) 


Bendigo North open day: The Bendigo North railway 
workshops started operations on 19th November 1917 
and conducted its first open day on Sun.29.3.87. Plenty 
of variety was provided for the visitors to the 
workshops and all facilities were open for inspection. 
The first exhibit to greet visitors was G524 and N471 
with sets N12 and N16 situated at the main entrance. 
G524 was open for inspection but alas the latest N class 
was barred to the public. 

In the vehicle maintenance shop, work was proceed- 
ing on the replacement of bogies under 261M; the 
other two cars of this set, 1924T and 28M, were in an 
adjacent bay awaiting their turn for new bogies. Whilst 
at the workshops, all motor units have their traction 
motors overhauled. 

In the carpentry and paint shop 51AE and 265BZ 
were in various stages of overhaul, 51AE being 
repainted in the blue and gold colours of VR. B65 was 
a in this shed having new bullet proof windscreens 

itted. 

In the area outside the covered work areas, 59RM 
and 60RM were noted in a very derelict condition. 
Enquiries revealed that these two railmotors are used 
for spares to help maintain the others in the fleet. Also 
noted in this area were 58RM, 62RM, 61RM and 
DRC40. W260 is still at workshops and it is believed 
that this loco has been purchased by the Castlemaine 
and Maldon Railway Preservation Society. 

The highlight of the display was the opportunity to 
inspect R707 in steam and the carriages of the Heritage 
train, namely Yarra, 30AE, 2AE and 3BCE, the BCE 
in the process of being restored by the Seymour 
Preservation Group. 

The open day was very well received by the public of 
Bendigo with all carparks full and a continuous stream 
of visitors throughout the day. The workshop staff 
gave of their time freely, and were prepared to discuss 
the operations of their workshops gladly. (PC) 


T392 crosses the combined road/rail bridge at Echuca with 10 
VWS container wagons and 3 GYs on Thurs.12.3.87. 
(Frank Sutton) 
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Rollingstock 


S303: S303 has joined S308 as second unit on the 
Overland. It has been blackbanned as a leading unit 
because of excessive noise level in the cab. (JNI) 


ANR 930 class: 939 was at Dynon on Sun.1.3 being 
equipped with Victorian equipment prior to commenc- 
ing through running as 935 has been withdrawn from 
the pool. Locos from Australian National permitted to 


~ be used for through running are 931, 932, 934, 937, 


938, 939, 946, 947, 967 (ex 930), BL26, BL31, BL32, 


— BL35 (total 13). JIG) 


Updated list of withdrawn locos: As at Sun.1.3 the 
~ following locos have been withdrawn from service and 


placed in storage: B67, B68, B72, F201, F211, L1151, 


11152, L1153, L1154, L1155, £1157, L1167, L1168, 


L1170, £1171, L1173, T320, T321, T322, T323, 7324, 
T325, T333, 1334, T335, T341, T343, T346, W267, 
Y105, Y116, Y134, Y162. F208 has been allocated to 
‘107 Operations’ and F202 and F216 are withdrawn 
and have been allocated to the ARHS Railway 
Museum. (JG) 


N class: N471 arrived at Dynon on Sat.28.2 and along 
with N470 was delivered without builder’s plates. It is 
interesting to note that N470 is the (aggregate) 2 mil- 


 lionth horsepower locomotive constructed by Clyde 
_ Engineering for V/Line and a special handing over 
ceremony was conducted at Somerton with the 
_ Minister for Transport in attendance. (JG) 


- Harris disposals: The latest sightings of Harris units 


being scrapped at the Dandenong cattle sidings are: 


— Tues.17.2, 1559M-870T-512BT. 


Sat.21.2, 1563M-2849T-2540BT. 
Fri.6.3 740M-816T-646T-633T-508BT. (JR) 


Loco weights: V/Line have recently been weighing 
their diesel locomotive fleet, and have discovered that 
the previous published weights were not always accur- 
ate. The table below lists the revised weight and in 
brackets the previous published weight. 

C - 134t (135 t) 

BL - 128 t (130 t) 

G - 127 t (128 t) 

B- 123 t (114 t) 

N - 123 t (118 t) 

A - 122 t (118 t) 

S - 122 t (116 t) 

X Ist series - 114 t (114 t) 

X 2nd and 3rd series - 118 t (116 t) 

930 - 106 t (106 t) 


H - 81 t (82 t) 
P - 76 t (74 t) 
T - 69 t (70 t) 
Y - 68 t (65 t) 


One of the surprises in this program is the revelation 
that the heaviest axles on the B class are the same as 
those on C class locos. For the last 30 or so years, Bs 
have been running at 70 mph (or more recently, 115 
km/h) on many lines in the mistaken belief that they 
were the lightest of the main line loco types. Revised 
tabulations of speeds on various lines have been issued 
to regularise the new situation. 


During this weighing program, V/Line found there 
were ten T class locos that are lighter than the rest of 
the T fleet, these being T370, 376, 378, 385, 386, 390, 
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391, 392 and 407, which have now been authorised to 
operate over the Murray River bridge to Deniliquin 
and Moulamein. (WTT 1003/87 — commencing 
Mon.9.3.87). 

The load from Deniliquin and Moulamein to Echuca 
is Y class - 1270 t and Ts (only the ten listed above) - 
1535 t. 

Speed limit Echuca to Deniliquin is 65 km/h for 
both classes of locomotive and the speed limit between 
Barnes and Moulamein is restricted to 50 km/h for Y 
class locos and 40 km/h for Ts. (BL) 


VRS buffet car: The first buffet car for conversion to a 
buffet-lounge has still not been shopped, as a VRS has 
been required to replace a NSW vehicle in a Daylight 
set through February and March. (RBS) 


Rail tractors: Listed below are some of the V/Line rail 
tractors currently in use, and their respective locations 
on the dates shown: 


ORT - Tocumwal, Fri.13.3. 

a - Seymour Loco, Thurs.12.3 (minus engine and 
cab). 

24RT - Orbost, Fri.20.3 (dead, removed same day). 
27RT - Orbost, Fri.20.3. 

28RT - Seymour Loco, Thurs.12.3. 

30RT - Westall Yard, Sun.15.3. 

35RT - Maffra, Thurs.19.3. 

36RT - Bairnsdale, Sat.21.3. 

39RT - Nowa Nowa, Fri.20.3. 

40RT - Seymour Freightgate, Thurs.12.3. 

51RT - Morwell, Thurs.18.3 (V/Line orange). (MLW) 


New class: Noted at Shepparton on Fri.13.3, was 
former brakevan 31VVBP, now classed MD2. Noticea- 
ble alterations include removal of all side and tail 
lights, kero tail lamp, generator, guards seat, stove, 
internal air tap, air pressure gauge and brakewheel. 
Also half of the original complement of four shunters 
steps have been removed. A ratchet type handbrake 
has been fitted to the No.2 end (externally), as have 
extra seats in the goods compartment at the same end. 
(MLW) 


HD vans: Listed below are some recent sightings of 
Departmental traffic wagons, their respective former 
numbers, present locations and the date sighted. They 
are: 

HD74 ex U1547, Avenel Sat.14.3. 

HD95 ex U493, Avenel Sat.14.3. 

HD110 ex B73, Stratford Sat.21.3. 

HD148 ex B187, Traralgon Sat.21.3. 

HD189 ex B1, Stratford Sat.21.3. 

HD190 ex B299, Stratford Sat.21.3. 

HD215 ex B55, Sale Sat.21.3. 

HD254 ex B306, Sale Sat.21.3. (MLW) 


Comeng deliveries: The following Comeng sets were 
delivered to MetRail on the dates shown: 


521M-1111T-522M: Wed.11.2. 
523M-1112T-524M: Fri.27.2. (MLW) 


Rollingstock at Spotswood Reclamation Depot: The 
following items of rollingstock were noted at 
Spotswood Reclamation Depot on Tues.10.3. They are: 
41VVDY ex NB 30.9.86 

124Q Off Reg. 

Q47 Off Reg. 
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2 x KT or similar, cut down to about 8 cm above floor 
height and both Off Reg. 

KR273 

447W on scrap road. 

W class locos in abundance, no number plates on any 
except W266, which has its number chalked on its 
cab. 

3 x unclassed/unnumbered underframes (loco ten- 
ders?) 

Accident damaged V/Line and AN bogie wagons — 
bodies only, as follows: VQCX945 - Lot 1. 
VOCX1028X - Lot 2. NOBX28450T - Lot 3. 
VLEX802 - Lot 4, no number board, identified by 
U/F number. VLEX814 - Lot 5, no number board, 


identified by U/F number. VLCX336 - Lot 6, no 
number board, identified by U/F number. 
AOXY534W - Lot 7. AOSY397W - Lot 8. 


Off Register wagons used for the storage of sleeper 
plates are: RY1967, RY1987, 111893, JA13324, 
RY386, GY number not recorded, paintwork 
appears to have been burnt off, 115097, 114896, 
1A 13270. 


Sections of GYs were also evident, having been cut 
into quarter sections and stacked into Off Reg. G/ 
GYs. 


Also noted, but not rollingstock, was a 70 ft turntable. 
(MLW) 


T350 arrives at Stony Point on Sat.21.2.87 with the service from Frankston. T350 was working the service due to 
the failure of the usual DRC. (Bryce Leydon) 
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Traffic 


WOLSELEY LINE & BRANCHES 


Depot visits: (all Ararat) 

Sun.1.2: G511, G525, $307, T350, T356, T360, T365, 
1366, T370, T374, T375, T379, T390, T1396, T406, 
Y155, Y157, Y158. 

Sun.8.2: G523, G525, T350, T360, T364, T365, T366, 
T371, T374, T375, T386, T388, T406, T409, Y155, 
Y156, Y158. 

Sun.15.2: G523, T360, T364, T1365, 1366, T369, 
1371, T374, T379, T394, T397, T398, T400, T406, 
T409, X32, Y155, Y156, Y158. 

Sun.22.2: G523, G525, S312, T356, T357, T1366, 
T371, 1374, T375, T378, T379, T7387, 1394, T397, 
T400, T406, T409, Y154, Y156, Y158. (PJM) 


Dimboola pass. locos: The morning Down and after- 
noon Up continue to be largely N class hauled, with a 
few A class and the occasional X class. On Sat.7.2 
GS525 and X35 ran the Up — only the second time this 
observer has seen a G class on a passenger train. The 
Sunday Down and Up is now exclusively an N class 
loco with an N set of cars. 

The morning Up and evening Down continue to 
provide interest and variety. S class locos have 
returned to relieve the more usual X class. An occa- 
sional N class appears, but the highlight of the month 
was the use of G5S11 on Tues.10.2. (PJM) 


Ballarat Loco: A visit to the Ballarat area on Sun.1.3, 
saw the following locos at Ballarat East: B63, T385, 
T404, X38, Y170, Y171, Y173, RT53, RT7. S315 was 
at Ballarat North workshops for the fitting of bullet 
proof windscreens. (JG) 


BENDIGO/SWAN HILL LINE & BRANCHES 


T class beyond Echuca: Commencing Mon.9.3, T 
class locos 370, 376, 378, 385, 386, 390, 391, 392, 394, 
and 407 only will be authorised to operate between 
Echuca and Deniliquin and Echuca and Moulamein. 
Maximum speed is not to exceed 60 km/h between 
Echuca and Deniliquin and 40 km/h between Barnes 
and Moulamein. 

On Tues.10.3, T386 and T385 were noted in the 
Echuca yard whilst on Thurs.12.3 T392 left Echuca on 
a Down train at 09 40. On Fri.13.3, T392 operated the 
pilot to Kyabram with 9 Gs of briquettes for the Nestle 
aol at Tongala and 16 VWSs for Kyabram. (FS, 
AC 


S class at Echuca: On Tues.20.1, two S class locos 
were noted in the Echuca yard. Both were coupled tail- 
to-tail and were in the old blue and gold livery. Y160 
was sighted crossing the Murray bridge with a rake of 
GHs and came to a stand in the yard at 16 30. Also 
noted were Y159 and Y163 in the yard. (CAP) 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Mangalore area happenings: Mon.9.3 saw the 
unusual sight of a long Harris set at Mangalore at 
14 00. Hauled by an N class loco, it was to terminate at 
Numurkah. Also on the same day, No.8334 Up Albury 
pass. had a tight path. Running 7 minutes late it 
crossed 8325 Down Albury pass. at Avenel at 19 16, 
instead of between Seymour and Mangalore. 
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On Wed.11.3, 9324 Up Wodonga block oil failed at 
the bottom of Glenrowan bank. 8334 Up Albury pass. 
was used to push the disabled train into Glenrowan 
causing the pass. to be 20 minutes late. 9324 was 3 
hours late passing through Mangalore hauled by X35 
which was sent light engine from Wodonga to 
Glenrowan to rescue it. 

Also at Mangalore on the same night an interesting 
movement took place. Seymour Preservation Loco 
Group ran a special pass. to Avenel for a shakedown 
trip for hot boxes on 3BCE (complete with Heritage 
type signwriting) and 43BPL. Both cars have just been 
restored. 2AE and Yarra were both stored at Seymour 
Loco and were used as the pattern for the signwriting 
of 3BCE. Whilst enroute to Avenel, the special crossed 
9334 Up steel train at Mangalore at 21 15. 

Another extra train to run until further notice is the 
special goods train to Katunga. Running Wednesdays 
only it is timed to depart Katunga at 1330 and 
Mangalore at 1755 on the Up. (PF) 


Loco rostering in the North East: Loco rostering on 
the North East seems to have settled down to set pat- 
terns. However there are exceptions. On Fri.13.3 the 
standard gauge provided a highlight when the Ford car 
train was headed by V/Line units X41 and T411. 

The broad gauge on Wed.18.3 provided some 
unusual loco rosterings also. X32 was on the Down 
Albury (8321) at 18 57, B76 was on the Down Cobram 
(8327) at 19 51. It was a pleasant change to see these 
two trains without the almost monotonous regularity 
of N or A class up front. 

The unusual rosterings continued with T379 and 
B61 on an Up Goulburn Valley ballast (614) at 19 27 
and P13 was on the Up Wodonga block oil (9324) at 
e 20. All times and sightings took place at Mangalore. 

PF) 


Cobram pass.: The 13 40 Up Cobram pass. (8324) on 
Fri.13.3. consisted of N453-D342-12ACN-44BRN- 
19BN. The ACN and BRN were in the new V/Line 
colour scheme whilst 19BN wore the old V/Line col- 
ours. (MLW) 


EASTERN LINE & BRANCHES 


Loco workings: All passenger trains are rostered for 
diesel haulage. N locos are most common, with occa- 
sional visits by A class. The Sale train is regularly run 
by an X loco, and the loco off the Up Sale normally 
runs the 19 55 Down Traralgon (on Fri.27.1 a different 
X was provided at Spencer St, and on Tues.24.3 the 
19 55 had an N). The 17 15 Down Traralgon Saturday 
and 17 15 Up Bairnsdale Sunday continue to run with 
two T locos. 

Ls have operated on passenger trains on a few occa- 
sions. On Mon.2.3, the 16 20 Up Sale and 17 43 Down 
Traralgon which passed between Yarragon and 
Trafalgar were both hauled by Ls. The L off the Up 
train returned to Traralgon on the 1955 Down pass. 
The following morning the 06 50 Up Traralgon had an 
L. The 06 00 Up Bairnsdale was hauled by an L bet- 
ween Traralgon and Spencer St on Wed.18.3. Use of X 
locos on other than their regular trains included the 
1715 Down Traralgon on Labour Day (9.3) and the 
15 43 Down Traralgon on Thurs.19.3 and Tues.24.3. 
(SRMcL) 
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Orbost goods: The 17 10 Up Orbost goods on Fri.20.3 
was hauled by T402-T352 and included in the consist 
24RT. (MLW) 


Rail recovery train: Noted at Cowwarr on Thurs.19.3 
was Y143-VFRX318J-VFRX319S-VFRX301H which 
made up the rail recovery train. (MLW) 


Punctuality: Punctuality since the start of the new ser- 
vice has been appalling. Since an X loco cannot main- 
tain an N schedule between Melbourne and Traralgon, 
the Sale train has been late each day. The Up train 
generally passes Trafalgar 4-8 minutes late, although 
X36 on Thurs.25.3 would have been only 3 minutes 
late but for a signal failure. More time is lost to 
Pakenham after which the extra 17 minutes in the 
schedule (3 minutes recovery, 14 minutes pathing) is 
generally enough to ensure an on-time arrival in 
Melbourne. The Up Sale is timed to pass Bunyip only 6 
minutes before the 16 51 Down Traralgon stops there, 
so the Down train is usually blocked at the Down 
‘ome signal. Instead of regular early arrivals at 
Trafalgar, this train is usually 2-5 minutes late. The Up 
Sale train also frequently blocks the 1824 Up 
Pakenham suburban, but this train is able to recover 4 
minutes of lateness as it is still timed at 80 km/h to 
Dandenong although the speed limit for suburban 
trains has been raised to 115 km/h. 

The X loco off the Up Sale returns on the 19 55 
Down Traralgon and generally cannot keep time. The 
only night this train was on time at Trafalgar was the 
night it had the L class. On 7 of the 13 occasions noted, 
it was 28, 13, 16, 17, 15, 8 and 8 minutes late. 

For reasons which are not apparent, at Trafalgar, the 
15 43 Down Traralgon arrived on time only once in a 
month of observations. This train has 6 minutes recov- 
ery time between Moe and Traralgon, so on 4 other 
occasions it would have been on time at the end of its 
journey, but it is often more than 6 minutes late; it was 
15, 36, 24, 25 and 19 minutes late on 5 of the 20 nights 
it ran. 

Other trains have been better, but not perfect. The 
06 00 Up Bairnsdale passed Trafalgar 22 minutes late 
on Tues.3.3 and the same day the 1805 Down 
Bairnsdale was 33 late. The 16 51 Traralgon was 35 late 
on Tues.19.3. 

Saturday and Sunday trains have continued their 
improvement in punctuality. The 17 15 Traralgon with 
two Ts was on time at Trafalgar on Sat.28.2, and the 
Sunday morning Down train on time on 22.3. 

On Labour Day 9.3, there was no need to run the 
17 15 Traralgon with T locos, as the following day was 
a weekday, not Sunday. V/Line provided X40 for the 
load of two N sets and the train lost 2 minutes in the 
suburbs, 10 minutes in running (not helped by some 
very long station stops) and 2 minutes at Trafalgar 
where there was an unscheduled guard change with the 
17 11 Up Bairnsdale. The 18 05 Down Bairnsdale with 
three N locos passed Trafalgar only 7'’2 minutes after 
the Traralgon train had left, and it would have been 
waiting line clear at Morwell. (SRMcL) 


Triple parallel run: On Sun.15.3, passengers on the 
17.00 Down Traralgon, which ran on the Caulfield 
local lines, sighted three other trains which ran via the 
through lines. The first was the Korumburra sand train 
which, with T347 and a load of only five trucks, over- 
took the passenger train at Richmond. The goods was 
checked at South Yarra behind a stopping Dandenong 
train, and the Traralgon pass. continued, overtaking 
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the suburban at Toorak. Both these trains were stop- 
ped at the home signals at Caulfield, where there were 
point failures associated with trackwork. When the 
Traralgon train eventually reached platform 3, 14 
minutes late, it had caught up to the previous Down 
Frankston suburban, by now over half an hour late. 

The Traralgon pass. had two N sets hauled by N462- 
N466-T408; it departed Caulfield 14 late, and was 14 
late at Trafalgar, but the intermediate times varied 
from 13 to 17 minutes late. (SRMcL) 


Buses: The bus stop for westbound buses in Trafalgar 
had been identified by a sign attached to the nearest 
lamp post, even though that post was not at the actual 
stopping point. The sign was removed late in February, 
and there is now no public information at all regarding 
the stopping place. 

On two Friday nights at least, the 19 35 Warragul - 
Traralgon (due to arrive Traralgon 20 41) was run by 
the Maffra bus (due to depart Traralgon 20 35). 
(SRMcL) 


STANDARD GAUGE 


First 81: On Mon.14.7.86 the southbound /ntercapital 
Daylight was worked right through from Sydney to 
Melbourne by 8170, the first time that an 81 had 
headed a train in Victoria. (RBS) 


Melbourne Express: Despite the on-time running of 
the inaugural Melbourne Express (Dec.86 p.359), other 
runs for the first week were quite late. On Fri.8.8.86, 
the Melbourne arrival was 55 minutes late. On Sat.9.8 
the arrival was at 09 18, with 5 sleeping cars and 6 sit- 
ting cars (arranged out of sequence): 8172-MBY- 
PHN-NAM-LAN-DAM-BCS-RMS-LAN-NAM- 
VBK(cl10)-VFS(cl2)-VRS-VFK (cl3)-VFK (cl 4)- 
VBK(cl1)-VFK(cl15)-MHN. (RBS) 


442: On Tues.26.8.86, the Relief Express was hauled 
from Albury to Melbourne by 44227. The 442 then 
hauled the northbound Daylight from Melbourne on 
Wed.27.8, working through to Sydney. (RBS) 


Daylight sleeper: On Tues.26.8.86 the southbound 
Daylight included sleeping car NAM2342. 


Relief Express: On Sat.30.8.86, the Relief Express ex 
Melbourne was G516-2VHN-FH2230(c5)- 
2VFR (c24)-5VFK (c23)-273 VFK (c22)-1 VFK (c21)- 

231VRS-2VFX (cl19)-263 VBK (cl7)-PHS2298. The 
arriving Daylight had a PHN powervan. On the next 
night, Sun.31.8, the Relief Express ex Melbourne was 
42214-42208-MHN2364-274VFK (c23)- 
272VFK (c22)-276VFK (c21)-233VRS-2VFS (c20)- 
1VBK (c19)-261VBK(cl8)-PHS2294. The preceding 
Sydney Express had conveyed nine sleeping cars. (RBS) 


Lounge cars chartered: A joint-stock BCS lounge car 
was included in a special train which made a day return 
from Sydney to Bathurst on Sun.5.10.86 for the James 
Hardie 1000 car race. On Thurs.9.10, a special pass. 
from Sydney for the official opening of Charbon Colli- 
ery’s coal loader included a joint-stock BCS lounge car 
and RMS dining car. (RBS) 


Strike: All passenger and freight trains between 
Melbourne and Sydney were stopped on Thurs.6.11.86 
by an ARU dispute over examining trains at Albury. 
SRANSW was abandoning the traditional examina- 
tion, as the trains are examined in Melbourne or 
Sydney before departure. Passengers on the Melbourne 
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Express were taken by bus from Wagga to Wangaratta 


to join a V/Line train there. (Melbourne Herald) 


(RBS) 


_ Holiday traffic: Further to Mar.87, p.86, despite the 


increased patronage on the Melbourne - Sydney route 
the Relief Express was run on fewer nights than 
originally planned. Extra traffic was handled by build- 
ing up the Daylight to eight sitting cars for the holiday 
period, much longer than for the 85-86 holiday period, 
and reminiscent of the 1960s and 70s. With the 


rebuilding of 37-seat SBS carriages into 60-seat SDS, 


the eight carriages held about 450 people, yet only a 
single 27-seat buffet car was supplied. In former years, 


_ Daylights of this capacity were given two buffets to 


cope. On Wed.24.12.86 the set stabled for the Thurs- 


day departure was SDZ2289-SDS2280-SDS2252- 


ODL2262-RS1962-SFS2274-SFS2270-BHZ2222- 


- FH2230-PHS2294, the wooden brakevan having 
- vanished temporarily. The heavier trains were powered 
by a single through G or 81, the time lost in Victoria 


through the 100 km/h speed limit being regained easily 
in NSW because of the excessively slack schedule. 
Southbound the train would be on time in NSW, then 
lose time in Victoria. On Wed.14.1 the Daylight made 
unscheduled stops at The Rock, Henty and Culcairn. It 
was 2/2 minutes late departing Albury, 20 minutes late 
at Seymour, and 7/4 minutes late arriving at 
Melbourne. One welcome sight over the holiday period 
was the running of 11 sleeping cars on some nights 
when the Relief Express was running. Instead of put- 
ting all 11 on the main train, 9 ran on the main train 
and two on the Relief. (RBS) 


SUBURBAN LINES 


Sunshine — observer’s delight: A few hours at 

Sunshine on Fri.30.1 revealed a variety of locos and 

workings. Interest was provided by delays caused by 

equipment malfunctions at Flinders St. Both S and B 

class locos appeared although not on passenger trains. 

A summary of the sightings is as follows: 

12 30: C501, Down express goods, 20=45, Ballarat 

12 44: N455, Down passenger, 3 vehicles, Ballarat 

12 48: X36, Up passenger, 4 vehicles, Bendigo 

13 01: P18, Down passenger, 3 vehicles, Kyneton 

13 13: A79, Up passenger, 4 vehicles, Ballarat 

oo hae Up goods, 11=33, Bendigo - Geelong ex 

or 

13 37: 8177, Down goods, 17=51, Standard gauge 

14 06: A85, Down passenger, 7 vehicles, Bendigo 

14 22: 58RM, Down passenger, 2 vehicles, Bacchus 
Marsh 

14 28: S309-T409, Up goods, 20=40, Bendigo - Apex 
train 

15 08: T349, Down goods, 6=18, Bendigo - ex 
Geelong Ford 

15 25: C504-BL35, Down express goods, 44=130, 
Ballarat 

15 35: P14, Down passenger, 4 vehicles, Kyneton 

15 41: N467, Up passenger, 4 vehicles, Bendigo 

15 57: P20, Down passenger, 3 vehicles, Bacchus 
Marsh 

16 09: Y115, Down pilot, 17=17, Siding. Loco in V/ 
Line colours but without emblems on both ends. 

16 17: N455, Up passenger, 5 vehicles, Ballarat 
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16 33: B61, Up goods, 11=22, Bendigo - Geelong 
block oil 

16 35: DRC42, Down passenger, 2 vehicles, Sunbury 

16 35: P18, Up passenger, 3 vehicles, Kyneton 

16 43: A79, down passenger, 3 vehicles, Ballarat 

1655: X36, Down passenger, 5 vehicles, Bacchus 
Marsh 

16 58: Pll, Down passenger, 3 vehicles, Kyneton 

1703: 58RM, Up passenger, 2 vehicles, Bacchus 
Marsh. 

A total of 24 movements in 44 hours not including 

suburban trains makes Sunshine a must for train spot- 

ters. (PJM) 


South Geelong pass.: At 1650 on Thurs.12.3 the 
Down South Geelong was sighted at North Melbourne 
with A77-55BN-56BRN-57ACN-224BRS-11BN- 
21ACN-313D. V/Line has apparently abandoned its 
almost religious policy of not mixing N and Z set cars. 
the BRS is not in the centre of the second set because 
of coupling constraints. (WJ) 


Port Melbourne goods: The days of the Port 
Melbourne goods must be numbered with the conver- 
sion of the broad gauge to standard gauge to accommo- 
date the light rail vehicles (see earlier news items). 
Surely now would be a good time for all rail fans to 
photograph a part of Victoria’s history before it is too 
late. Some recent sightings of the Port Melbourne 
goods have been: 

Tues.3.2: L1158 departing at 17 43 with 16 vehicles. 
Wed.4.2: L1157-L1156 departing at 1759 with 17 

vehicles. 

Thurs.5.2: L1160 departing at 17 59 with 11 vehicles. 
Fri.6.2: L1169 departing at 17 45 with 4 vehicles. (JNI) 


Long Island goods: The Frankston line is currently 
seeing a varied line up of main line motive power on 
the morning freight from Lysaghts. Sightings during 
February were as follows: 


Mon.2.2: G515 and X50. 

Tues.3.2: $306, S309 and T394. 
Wed.4.2: X37, S315 and P22. 

Fri.6.2: X37, B80, Y109 and T354. 
Sat.7.2: X40, S306 and T354. 
Tues.10.2: C510 and C504. 

Wed.11.2: X37 and T377. 

Thurs.12.2: G511 and T357. 

Fri.13.2: $311, $312 and T354 (light engines) 
Mon.23.2: C501 and C503. 

Tues.24.2: $311 and X53. 

Wed.25.2: S311 and X38 (light engine) 
Thurs.26.2: X31, X45 and T350. (JR) 


ARHS RAILWAY MUSEUM 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and 


Public Holidays: 2 - 5 p.m. 
Mid-week visits by arrangement: 
Tel. 596 3249 
Miniature Live Steam rides: 
Fourth Sunday of month February—November 
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63RM with 43BPL poses at Violet Town during the ARHS 


A R HH Ss Yarrawonga Tour. Sat.14.3.87. 
YA RRA WONGA TO UR On the return from Yarrawonga 63RM and 43BPL pass through 


Telford. Sat.14.3.87. (Both photos Bryce Leydon) 
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Works 


Bridge speed limits: The following bridges in the 

Northern Region have been provided with special 

speed boards for BL and G class locos. 

Castlemaine - Kangaroo Flat: Bridge at 148.57 km both 
tracks — 15 km/h. 


_Eaglehawk - Raywood: Bridges at 179.58 km and 


180.43 km — 15 km/h. 
Raywood - Dingee: Bridge at 199.51 km — 55 km/h. 
Mitiamo - Kerang: Bridge at 236.99 km — 55 km/h. 
tae Mystic Park: Bridge at 291.07 km — 25 km/h. 


- Parwan: Inspection on the weekend 15.3 revealed all 


ot including the platform, have been removed. 
WJ 


Sydenham: Boom-barriers have been provided at the 
level-crossing on the Down side of the station replac- 
ing interlocked gates. No obvious signalling alterna- 
tions have been made. The provision of boom barriers 
7 — the station to be swtiched out at weekends. 
WJ 


Swan Hill - Piangil line: Inspection at Piangil and 


Miralie on Sun.8.3, indicated that all construction work 
was completed and only cleaning up of old rails, etc. 
remained to be done. Points at both locations are now 
secured with WSA levers hand locking bars and pad- 
locks. As speculated in the March edition of Newsraila 
long run round loop has been provided at Piangil, 
south of the old facilities with its northern end at about 
the location of the former Up end plunger locked 
points. The single track leading from the northern end 
of the loop becomes a dead end siding under the load- 
ing spout of the silo, and ends in a baulk 30 metres 
west of the old main line Down end plunger locked 
points. Consequently there is no longer a connection to 
the Kooloonong line. the March edition of Newsrail 
indicated that the line is now a staff and ticket section; 


| Swan Hill - Piangil. (WJ) 


Echuca bridge: The new rail bridge at Echuca has 


| many interesting technical features designed to best 


meet operational and environmental requirements. 
The main bridge over the river will be continuous over 
three spans — the main span will be 74 metres. There 
are also thirteen approach viaduct spans. The overall 
length of the bridge is 450 metres — a large bridge by 
any Australian standards. 

The cross-section of the main span is unusual. The 
trough girder has been designed to be of the same 
height as the existing bridge ensuring it is hidden when 
viewed from the historic wharf. The bottom of the 
bridge is curved and these curved parts taper in, so that 
they will be in shadow and not readily seen below the 
existing bridge when viewed from the wharf. The two 


| main piers will each be supported on thirty deep piles. 
_ These foundations will be required to — a load of 


about 4400 tonnes each. (V/Line News 


Myrtleford line: Closed in early February, when the 
diamond crossing over the standard gauge line was 
removed. (RBS) The line was officially closed on 
Mon.13.4.87. Ed. 


Tenders: The following V/Line and MetRail tenders 
are only some of those that have appeared in the 


| Melbourne Age newspaper since late Sept.1986. The 


| MAY 1987 


closing dates for each tender follow in parentheses. 

Tenders have been called: 

For the design and installation of automatic signalling 
from Melton to Bacchus Marsh and Ballan to War- 
renheip, including the remote control of Parwan and 
Bungaree Loops. (22.10.86) 

For the removal/demolishing of timber framed dwell- 
ings, including outbuildings, located at Jung, 
Lubeck, Speed, Condah and Hopetoun. (17.12.86) 

For the purchase and removal of all unserviceable 
sleepers to be released from the section of line bet- 
ween Heywood and the South Australian border. 
(Wed.14.1.) 

For the purchase and removal of 262 scrap wagons at 
Linton Junction. 

For the purchase and removal of: 

28 scrap wagons at Redan. 

41 scrap wagons at Seymour. 

346 scrap wagons at Allendale. 
100 scrap wagons at Cressy. 

348 scrap wagons at Wedderburn. 
247 scrap wagons at Diggora West. 
246 scrap wagons at Dysart. 

271 scrap wagons at Rangelea. 

107 scrap wagons at Hamilton. 

For the purchase and clearance of approximately 
23,150 unserviceable sleepers to be released from 
Traralgon (99 miles 20 chains) to Cowwarr. 
(Wed.21.1) 

For the collection, carriage and delivery of goods and 
parcels between Bairnsdale freightgate and the towns 
of Bruthen, Nowa Nowa and Orbost. (Wed.28.1) 

For the purchase and clearance of approximately 9500 
unserviceable sleepers to be released from between 
Benalla (195 km) and St James (228 km). 
(Wed.28.1) 

For the installation, testing and commissioning of 
flashing lights at Cochranes Rd, Wodonga. 
(Wed.4.2) 

For the supply and installation of airconditioning at 
Collingwood station. (Wed.4.2) 

For the demolition, removal and disposal of the brick 
chimney at the blacksmiths shop, Newport 
Workshops. (Wed.18.2) 

For the purchase and removal of cattle containers from 
storage, Dynon Yard (total — 50). (Wed.25.2) 

For the removal/demolition of timber framed dwell- 
ings including outbuildings located at Thomastown, 
Koo-wee-rup, Bungaree, Toolamba, Wallan and 
Ultima. (Wed.18.2) 

For the airconditioning of station offices at Lilydale. 
(Wed.4.3) 


— 


NOTHING TO DO 
ON TUESDAY NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives on 
the Down platform at Windsor from 
8.00 p.m. See you there! 
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For the construction of five cyclic gang take-off stand 
sites between Yarrawonga and Oaklands. (Wed.4.3) 

For the dismantling, salvage, purchase and removal of 
specified materials on the Piangil - Woorinen railway 
line. (Wed.4.3) 

For the purchase and clearance of approximately 9500 
unserviceable sleepers from between St James (228 
km) and Yarrawonga (260 km). (Wed.25.2) 

For the dismantling, salvage, purchase and removal of 
specified materials from the Huon - Shelley railway 
line. (Wed.4.3) 

For the design, manufacture, supply, delivery, installa- 
tion, testing and commissioning of an in-motion 
electronic weighbridge at Tottenham. (Wed.18.3) 

For the design, supply, installation, testing and com- 
missioning of a computer based, radio controlled, 
tokenless absolute block system (ABCS) to replace 
the existing electric staff working on the Mildura 
line. (Wed.18.3) 

For the collection, carriage and delivery of goods and 
parcels between Shepparton freightgate and the 
towns of Mooroopna and Kyabram. (Wed.25.3) 

For the supply and delivery of approximately 33,000 
cubic metres of broken metal for Shepparton - 
Dookie relaying. (Wed.1.4) 

For the purchase and removal of surplus wagons at 
Woodend. (Wed.1.4) 

For the disposal of the Yea - Mansfield railway line. 
(Wed.1.4) 

For the purchase and removal of approximately 15,500 
unserviceable sleepers to be released from between 
Katunga (Picola Rd crossing) and Shepparton (High 
St crossing). (Wed.1.4) 


For the purchase and removal of approximately 7500 | 
unserviceable sleepers to be released from between 
Yarrawonga and Rennie. (Wed.1.4) 

For the disposal of the Bowser to Peechelba East and 
Bowser to Bright railway lines. (Wed.8.4) 

For the manufacture, supply and delivery of signs for | 
metropolitan stations for a period of two years. 
(Wed.8.4) 

For the lease of land situated on the north eastern side 
of the Sydenham railway station on the Keilor - | 
Melton Rd. (Wed.8.4) | 

For the removal, transport and delivery of steel plate 
girders spans from the rail bridge over the Hume 
Weir at Sandy Creek. (Wed.15.4) 

(MLW) 


Maffra line removal: By Thurs.19.3, the section of 
line between the Latrobe River bridge and the Up side | 
of. Cowwarr which consisted mainly of 80 Ib rail had | 
been removed. The exceptions were at Glengarry | 
where the rails remain in the level-crossing as do the | 
rails in No.3 road (which are 60 lb), No.2 road having | 
been removed sometime earlier. The flashing-light | 
installations, where provided, are still in position at | 
Glengarry, Toongabbie (Traralgon - Maffra Rd) and 5 
aE on the Up side of Cowwarr (Traralgon - Maffra 
Rd). 

On the section of line that remains open, the Up and | 
Down end points at Tinamba leading to Nos.2 and 3 | 
roads (80 lb?) have been removed. the main line | 
points at Tinamba are 94 lb but out of use. Track dis- | 
mantling on the Latrobe River bridge and on in Up 
direction to a point on the Up side of the ‘stop’ board is 
being carried out using road vehicles and mechanised 
track machines. (MLW) 


Delays, Derailments, Etc. 


North Geelong pilot: V/Line workers took less than 
an hour to clear a line at North Geelong on Fri.20.2 
when Y134 was derailed while passing over a set of 
points near the North Geelong station. The crew of 
five who were travelling on the loco at the time were 
not injured. The loco was shunting wagons from the 
Pivot plant and tankers from Shell at the time of the 
derailment. (MW) 


Herne Hill derailment: On Mon.23.2, three cement 
wagons were derailed at Herne Hill (Fyansford) on 
the departure track near McCurdy Rd. It took a day to 
clear the track and rerail the wagons. The cause of the 
derailment is not known. (MW) 


Caulfield delay: At about 17 35 on Thurs.5.3, the se- 
cond pantograph on a Comeng car caused a flash at 
the join in the contact wire on the Up side of Caul- 
field station. The train was able to proceed to Caul- 
field with the first motor car still powering. All other 
pantographs on the train were lowered. Services re- 
sumed on the outer Up and Down lines about 1 hour 
later. (AB) 


To cope with extra passengers on Fri.28.11.86 due to the 
Pope’s visit, the 12 45 Up Leongatha pass. was run with 2P 
class and 2H sets in push-pull mode. The train with P13 lead- 
ing is seen here passing Carnegie. (Michael Williams) 
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Above: V56, now in MetRail green and yellow hauls A71, N459 
and 8 cars through the washing plant at Jolimont. 


Thurs.4.9.86. 


Below: 16RT shunts empty GYs from Swan Hill station yard to 


the silos. (Both photos V Greensill) 
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Fast bus: Driving a V/Line bus at 114 km/h has cost 
its driver a $120 fine and suspension of his licence 
for one month. Mr Michael Connolly, SM in the Ker- 
ang Magistrates Court was told that the incident oc- 
curred on the Loddon Valley Hwy near Durham Ox 
between Kerang and Bendigo on 11.9.86. (POT) 


Five foot three ‘up yonder’: Intercity trains in Eire 
are worked by locomotives closely resembling our N 
class. These trains are very smooth riding having air 
suspension bogies. Accommodation and refresh- 
ment facilities are similar to our N sets except that 
their seats are facing each other. (AB) 


Castlemaine and Maldon Railway Preservation 
Society: The track available for running has been 
extended for 850 metres beyond the Bendigo road 
crossing to the first trestle bridge. The road crossing 
inust be protected by the guard or a flagman for all 
movements which cross the road. The society hope 
to install flashing-lights at the crossing in the near 
future. The first trestle bridge from Maldon is to be 
replaced by concrete pipes and work is to com- 
mence shortly on this project. (CRS) 


Reader’s questions: What was the meaning of ‘re- 
verse N set?’ (Dec.86. Newsrail, p.373) Mon.4.8 in 
the liveries of locomotive item. What traffic was car- 
ried in VOCX wagons on the Mpyrtleford line? 
(Dec.86, Newsrail, p.372). (RBS) 


Corrections: 

Oct.86, p.315: The Sunshine article refers to a 
combined northbound Spirit and Aurora passing 
Sunshine on 20.7 at Sat. 20 18. While this is a mis- 
print for 20 18 on Sat.20.7, the facts are still wrong. 
20.7 was a Sunday. The two trains were combined 
on Sat.19.7, the cause being the failure of the Spir- 
it powervan. The locos were 8166 and 44225 and 
the load was 17 vehicles: 2 MBY motorail wagons, 
MHN brakevan, 5 Spirit cars and 9 Aurora cars. 

Nov.86, p.324: In item 3, the QR PB15 should read 
B15. The PB15 class had larger wheels. 

Nov.86, p.325: In item 4, the reference to VR driv- 
ing wheels reducing should be to UK driving 
wheels reducing. (RBS) 

Dec.86, p.375: The untitled paragraph on loco 
sightings at Dynon states that S315 was with- 
drawn. This is wrong — S315 was never with- 
drawn. B64 was not in the lineup at shed 7 as stat- 
ed: it was kept in the dead row at Dynon and was 
running again by Dec.86 (see item on p.377 of the 
same issue). (JNI) 

Apr.87, p.101: Photo Caption. The train is on the Up 
journey from Bendigo not travelling to Bendigo. 
Apr.87, p.124: Photo Caption. The loco behind X52 is 

an Alco 930 class, not a GM as stated. Ed. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to Place your Advertisement: Using block letters 
include full name, address and phone number and send 
with cheque (no cash) payable to the ARHS to the 
Advertising Manager, Peter Silva, Box 5177AA, GPO 
Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements is the 
18th of each month. 
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Charges: A minimum of $3.00 per entry per month for 
up to 6 lines. If more than 6 lines are required a sur- 
charge of 50 cents per line applies. 


WANTED TO SELL 


Books: Large selection of books dealing with Railway 
and Transport History. Specials—Fastest Trains in the 
World (Allen) $13 inc. p/p; Great Steam Trains of Aus- 
tralia (Burke) $15 inc. p/p; ML2 Story (Bermingham) $11 | 
inc. p/p; Great Locomotives by Allen, $13 inc. p/p. | 
Anchorage Bookshop, The Basement, 353 Flinders | 
Lane, Melbourne, 3000. Phone (03) 62 3047. Business | 
Hours: Mon. to Fri. 9.30 am to 5.30 pm. Sat. 9.30 am to 
12.30 pm. 


VR Newsletters: From 50s, 60s and 70s. Prices from 
50c to $2.50. Books: Various publications and time- 
tables, also NSWGR and SAR books, and interstate time- | 
tables. For details, write to Tenet Books, Transport | 
Section, P.O. Box 180, Hawthorn, 3122. 


Weekly Notice Collection: An outstanding collection, | 
starting from 1919 to 1980, in bound volumes. Details and | 
offers to Tenet Books, P.O. Box 180, Hawthorn, 3122. 


VR Signal Diagrams: A special collection, set out in two | 
separate folders, dating back to 1912. Offers to Tenet 
Books, P.O. Box 180, Hawthorn, 3122. 


Divisional Diary and Newsrail: In bound volumes each 
of two years, from 1967 to 1986. Also bound ARE Maga- 
zine, in bound volumes 1965 to 1986. For details and also 
for information on other railway artifacts and lamps, write 
to Tenet Books, P.O. Box 180, Hawthorn, 3122. 


Genuine Victorian Steam Locomotive Plates: R702 for 
$325, K160 for $300, J529 for $275, or buy the lot for 
$850. Contact Jeff Dorman, (03) 772 9240. 


Australian Railway Covers and Postmarks: Please for- | 
ward 50c stamp for extensive illustrated price list. Mad | 
on Stamps, P.O. Box 331, Roseville, 2069. (Member of | 
ASDA.) 


WANTED KNOWN 


| buy and sell rail books, magazines, color slides, prints, 
model trains, accessories. Telephone: John 726 8068. | 
Leisure Hobbies, P.O. Box 9, Mooroolbark, 3138. 


FE YOU are interested in Railways why not 
join the 
AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY — Victorian Division 


Write to the 
MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
BOX 5177AA, GPO, MELBOURNE 3001 


NEWSRAIL 


TES ENGINES SHED 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 890 7027 
Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 
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iit OC emi 
YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
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OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
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CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 
Transport House | TRAIN WORLD | 
Ground Floor 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. | 


4 OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
589 Collins Street Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 


Melbourne 3000 | Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. | 


New and used models. Bankcard welcome. I 


L 
| HOBBYCRAFT 
Telephone 619 4567 | | for Model Railways 
i] 
1 
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1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 


| 
I 
| 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 
1 

Phone: (03) 817 3241 \ 


P. J. P. PRODUCTIONS 


20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 


MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 
Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 


LARGE SELECTION OF 
Locomotive Printed 
Full Colour T-Shirt Designs 
ARHS Polyester-Cotton Mixture 
RAILWAY Sizes 1, 2,4 — $8.95 
Si 6 to 22 — $9.95 
MUSEUM nn ees 


CHAMPION ROAD Packing and postage included 
ROA 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and ee i ie e 
Public Holidays: 2 - 5 p.m. an, 


during school holidays. ea owen 


$1.50 Adults 50¢ Children 
Weekday visits by Schools, 
Kindergartens, etc. arranged — beeceaac. ae — 
telephone 596 3249 NSE " 
or write to Secretary | Telephone (089) 52 3128 
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RAILWAY VIDEOTAPES 


Duplicated from 1” Master Tapes 


NEW RELEASES 
3985 — THE CHALLENGER 


The largest steam locomotive in operation today is Union Pacific’s 4-6-6-4 
‘Challenger’. Follow this huge locomotive as it travels from Cheyenne to 
Pocatello. Superb photography from a helicopter and the ground as well as a 
tour of the locomotive, a cab ride, servicing shots and great runbys. 


“Duplicated in PAL for the first time directly from a 1” Master Tape 
(an ARE Video exclusive!). 


A Video Rails Production, Colour 62 minutes, hi-fi sound, $49.95. 


STEAM SHOWCASE VOL. 1 


From the Nick Lera Video Collection 


Best ever video quality, showing British steam on the mainline, on the 
branches, also miniature railways and industrial. 


Highlights include: ‘Evening Star’ at Paddington, ‘Sir Nigel Gresley’, ‘Flying 
Scotsman’ and ‘Mallard’, ‘Ajax’ on her last Navy duties at Chatham, The West 
Highland line, ‘Duke of Gloucester’, Romney Hythe and Dymchurch and much 
more. 

Colour 55 minutes, hi-fi sound, $49.95. 


COMING SOON: ‘MELBOURNE’S CABLE TRAMS’ 


The above titles and many more are available exclusively through ARE Video dealers including: 


The Railfan Shop, Ground Floor, 589 Collins Street, Melbourne, 619 4567. 
The Buffer Shop, 535 Plenty Road, Preston. 

Train World, 624 Hawthorn Road, Brighton East. 

The Engine Shed, 6 Carrington Road, Box Hill. 

Southern Cross Video, 216 Swanston Street, Melbourne. 


Trade Enquiries: ARE Video, Box 4810, Mail Centre, Melbourne, 3001. 


© The above tapes are duplicated in Australia and distributed in Australia and New Zealand under licence 
by the Association of Railway Enthusiasts Ltd. on ARE Video. 


N.B.: The above tapes are not available for hire. 
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